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:.nd the greatest

SYNOPSIS

Harry. the oldest son, an ambitious student of l~w Rt college,.

their salfl,ries go to 8 vell the fund Fhich Petrick O'H~a h~s

as secretary to

stcrted to buy n home in the country.

"

e.way.

hr,s in c"ring for his wife [,nd tpo sens. Johnny' and H~.rry Q 1 H2.r2. the

Clask- of )Toviding for little He.ry, 2, ,. ['..if \ihom he fihds one night rrhile

covering his bent. Beea~s~ she reminds the doughty of£icor and his

\-7ifo of their 01,-,71 dead deughter, they h~.vo not the hea.rt t c sond her

J. s the yec:rs pass Ua.ry sh8.res c,ll the sorrows and joys of the

femily, in addition to claiming :he undi~ided ~ove of Johnny. Johnny

and Mary c,re both em~lo~Toe a.t t~e Pirst national 13x':r..l::, Johnny ~s teller

~~~~--------~-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~'~sC+tothe heavy burden he ~lro~~y

is the only one u~Rble to contribute. To ~ay his w~y through• hool,

Harry does odd jops for the,other boys, such as 9ressing suits and
•

shining shoes, r..nd is barely 2ble to mako ends meet. Pi -·le Lfter

time he is forced to "stc.nd off" Bivens, his irascible 1<::,nd lord.
. r

rrrs~ Bivens sympathizes with hia, and to bel) him out gives

him her husbend 1 s trousers to press~

One morning ~6 she is about to toke her husb2~dls trousers to

Harry for )ressing before Bivens h~s risen, she dislodges ~ roll of

bills from one of his ·")ockets. It becomes vredgeci beti-een mattress 2.nd

footbocrd without attracting her attention.
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~hen Bivens later nons his frostly ~ressed trousers the money

o save her son, and with frantic heste she ~uts the money in an enve-

lope and mails it to Rarry.

When 0 Hara. learns what his Yiife h.c.'lS done, he berates her

missing. Knowing Harry had ~ressed them, he hastens toward his room,

door is s.li6htly e.jar and he sees Ha.rry take 8 roll of bills from

---iM'::",--~:--his .p..o~.d~em-.-qt.lle-e-oy-4lB;g-c-j-u-g-t--r-ec e ived-the!ITcrney f.L"'om

h~s mother and is counting out the amount v'!hich he owes Bivens. Bivens,

however. waits for no st~tement from Harry end immediately brands him

a thief. He seizB£ the rol~, Tfinds tho sum inadequate to cover his

loss C',nd sends. a te+egrcm to 'che O'lIare.s, accusing }Ic:rry of theft and

.demending they reimburse him to thc extent of ~400.00 if the
u

would

save their son from j2il.

Mother Or~ara is just ~bout to leave for the bank with the

has given her as a final payment on the house in the

the telogram arrives. ~error-8tdcken. her one thou6ht 1s

end denounces the absent son as a. )rodigal- For the -first time in .~

twenty-ye~rs he leaves the hOUEC without kisSine,her.

Maryann tohnny "are both aghast at the.unha~?iness that has

come into the household. and each one determines t~ hel, in some wuy.

Hary lCRves the office early that afternoon after <? long, si

significant conversation with her em~loyer. on the way out she stops

a moment at c desk, leaning r~ther heavily against it, and Johnny notes

veguely that from one of the ~igeon-~les protrudes a sheaf of bills.

Just before closing Johnny determines to withdraw the

savings he has ho.ar.ded to iT ovid e the means for rnarryine; Ha.r~T c.nd turns

them over to his father.
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Thev find a note on the.,

,

table, addressed to O'Hara, in which Mrs. O'Hara sa s that

it in the chest.

begin looking for her through. the house.

Page 3.

she gone to her son, Harry.

Calming himself, Johnny enters the room and asks nonchalantly

enough for h~s mother. Maxy replies that she does not know, and both

Mary is anxious to go and bring her back immediately, but

Johnny cautions lker...tJ:> v'a1t JJ.ntil ~'Bara returps home_ from dut;y. Mary,

however, has intended the money she had hidden for her mother, so 'that,
she can rery} ace the a.mount necessflry for the last payment on the house,

even while she is shielding her supposedly wayward boy. Under he

impression that Johnny is asleep she creeps out of bed and slips out of

the house. Johnny, tortured by his thoughts, is unable,to slee?, hears

Mary leaving and Without a moment's hesitation dresses and follows her.

On her way to the station Ma.ry passes the b['.nk r:.nd is he.lted

in her ~rogress by the sound of a dull explosion inside. Overcoming

her fear, she ~eers through the Window and sees ~he faintly outlined

silhouette of a stoo~ing m~n on n glass partition. She notifies the

police dei?~rtment, and in an instant Patrick O'Hara E'.nd Officer Murra.y f,r

are on their way to the scene of the robbers.

Checking un his work fo.r -j:;he da~i, ~)repa.r2;tory to leaving, he

discovers a glaring shortage. His thoughts revert ~o the peculiar

manner in whioh May had ~ned against the d~sk earlier in the day. and

-I-~----'-~'~u.?on h-rs-arri-vrri oms he is ev-en-mOTe d is'our-bed he-n Ha,r-y fa.i-l-s- to.- ~un

~nd meet him in the customary m~nner. Instead, glimosing her through

the o:.!en door of her room, he notices tha:/; she st ill hasner street c1

clothes on. Then, suddenly, while he watches, s~e li£ts the lid of a

cedar chest, extracts a roll of bills from her blouse and hastily dro?s

~ ..
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Murray 'succeeds in bre8king into the bank, "With O'Hara just

him. Suddenly a shot is'heard and Murray falls in a crum?led

the fe&t of O'H~ra.

Le,aving hi~ying comre.de t~ t~ care of p.id uhich has just

O'Hara and other officers s~reaa out .like a 'fan to ensare the

7hen he hears a window c~~sh O'Hcra runs dow~ c dark alley.

his son Johnny t who hes hurried after },18,ry, enters that _murky

,!~~~~::thoroughfare at the other end.

Someone rushes by Johnny ana dro?s S ~e2rl-handled re~olver

his feet. Instf<...nt ly Johnny realizes that a robber is making

to ~arn his father.

The night is so black thct O'Hara 1s unable to sec sho the

le. and he shouts u command to st~P.

haa unwittingly shot his own son.

In the days that follow. While Johnny is hovering between

life End death, OIH. ~ has but one conBola~ion ---hi~ wife has returned

c~d Harry h~s been absolved of.all gUilt. Bivens had found the missing

money. And Fhen the day of the trial a~rives. Harry is on han:..:d=--.;t:...;o=--- --=_""'---

defend his brother~

Harry ~uts his one witness, Mary. on the stand onthe last day

of the trial. :nary' s story of hos LUc~.s had four.d har v'orrying over

family difficulties and had told her to call at his ~~8rtment for a

loan;; of her accentance of the money only to leOIn thet the bank

official had sought her downfall as a condition; of her discovery of ~

brace of pistols in e case on a side-board (pearl-hendled ones, like the

one found on Johnny) end how she ha.c1 taken one to defend herself; how

co~ering ageinst the locked door, she was about to use the gun when

-
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"?al,eble confession thet he himself was the thief'and slayer.

Of course,

The End.

-~---~

the wtJ:~ to renewed hD.~J.i.ness for Jiihe O'H2xa family.

the door was opened by ~ Chinese servant. enabling her to escape

Laces. c.1titehes ~ ali this untc~ngleB th<l skoin of circumstances end
•

1~ is now ,lain that the ~earl-hc~dled ]istol found by Johnny

belonged to none other th8n 1UCGB. ~nd just as Mary finished her st8rt

ling. elucidation, while· the truth is dawmihg on judge end jury, Lucas, c;.
-"'......---

a chie~ witness for the prosecut ion, who ha.d grown visibly agi tatea aurin-

during Mary's recital. sends a bullet crashing through his brain

I
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